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Video “Stewarding Rivers and Community in the Bronx”: Jennifer Seda | Project Drawdown®Links to an external site.
Video Overview
Jennifer Seda, a volunteer Project Drawdown program assistant, is telling her Project Drawdown story. Jennifer is originally from Puerto Rico and now lives in the Bronx.
Jennifer participates in the Project Drawdown because she is passionate about protecting an environment and her neighborhood from pollution and climate change effects, improving an environment and her neighborhood by creating and enhancing parks and gardens, creating eco-friendly buildings in the South Bronx neighborhood, etc. Jennifer enjoys her volunteer experience. Jennifer and other Project Drawdown volunteers are proud of making a difference and direct impact on the environment and the neighborhood - a Community of the South Bronx.
Jennifer comes to work on the Project Drawdown via a Bronx River line train # 6. She understands that her parks and gardens are green spaces where green food grows. Vegan restaurants have a basic need for this green food. Hence, Project Drawdown is impactful for them as well.
Bronx river park was created by the community members. Community gardens were created, and the neighborhood was improved, during the COVID-19 pandemic by community members as well. Park cleanup and gardening played an important role in this improvement, as well as in climate change solutions. The environment and the neighborhood became cleaner, including from microplastics. This impacted climate change solutions and the community as well.
The community was in development for a while. Hence, these improvements have a historical context when looking at the Bronx development from the 1940s to 2010. 
What advice would Jennifer give? To keep a journal like she did when she was younger. To try to get an education experience like the one described in Bronxriver.orgLinks to an external site.. Advocate for yourself and your beliefs including online. Obstacles will be along the way, so you should believe in yourself. Accept the reality and try to improve it, be passionate about this work of creating climate change solutions, seek alternatives and people support. Share what you are doing with the community and wider audience, so that they understand and support your narrative on the environment. Tell your story and change the narrative on reality. Change of the neighborhood is a step in the climate change solutions.
Three Things Learned from the Video
I learned from the video about the Project Drawdown, its impact on the community of the South Bronx and the environment and the climate change solutions that the Project drawdown suggested and implemented.
What are two messages from the video to share with others?
Two messages from the video to share with others are that Project Drawdown does make a difference and impacts the neighborhoods including the Bronx via climate change solutions and that we should be passionate about what we do and make the world a better place.





Volts Podcast: “Should we block some sunlight to cool the planet?”
LIVE LINK:  Volts: Should we Block Some Sunlight to Cool the Planet?Links to an external site.

What are your main takeaways?

My main takeaways are that Reflective’s new project maps the gaps in our scientific understanding of stratospheric aerosol injection — currently the leading candidate for directly cooling the planet. The combustion of fossil fuels has pumped millions of tons of aerosols (mostly sulfur particles) into the lower atmosphere; a layer called the troposphere. As fossil fuels are replaced with clean energy in coming years, aerosol particles will quickly fall out of the troposphere and causing the warming.

The particles do not stay up there long — they react with water and fall as acid rain within days to weeks — but their sheer quantity has served to block quite a bit of sunlight from the surface of the Earth. Though estimates vary widely, our best understanding is that human-generated aerosol particles have suppressed around 0.5°C of warming. In other words, without them, we might already be experiencing the dreaded two degrees of warming. They get into what we do not know (including a factor-of-two disagreement on basic aerosol physics), who is already doing this without oversight, and the unsettling governance question of who controls the Earth’s thermostat once humanity has grabbed it.

Do you agree with the outcomes suggested? 

This is a complicated question. Probably, a good answer is “Yes and No”.

Yes – because we need to combat Climate Change and cool the Earh specifically to slow down global warming and try to design and implement Climate Solutions. 

Also, this specific Climate Solution – stratospheric aerosol injection - will reflect considerable amount of solar radiation / sunlight, and huge amounts of short-term global warming and all its ill effects, could be avoided with reasonably inexpensive technology — is what animates the field of solar radiation management (SRM). 

Major scientific assessments describe three main atmospheric sunlight reflection approaches: stratospheric aerosol injection, marine cloud brightening (which goes by MCB), and cirrus cloud or mixed-phase cloud thinning (which goes by CCT or MCT), alongside more limited surface albedo modification methods and more speculative space-based concepts.

No – because, maybe, putting those sulfur dioxide particles (millions of tons) into the stratosphere is dangerous for Earth and may cause respiratory health issues for everyone on Earth, as these particles will go to the troposphere and may go lower?

Also, SRM research needs a framework. It is unclear at this point what work can proceed under what conditions, who must be consulted. That creates this dangerous catch-22 where responsible researchers are trying to satisfy this amorphous, ever-expanding list of governance demands. Careful, small experiments that might answer critical uncertainties are not moving forward. 

Meanwhile, the risk grows that less scrupulous actors will bypass these debates altogether. They will conduct large experiments or deployment without oversight. The idea is a disciplined pathway that can minimize undue risk by sequencing experiments and requiring review at each step.

As the participants of Volts podcast admitted, this Climate Solution “would not cancel out greenhouse gases, it would not restore a pre-industrial climate. This is admittedly — and I do not want to say proudly — but this is clearly a band-aid.”

Another thing that people talk about is ozone and potential interactions with ozone-depleting chemicals. Sulfate aerosols do interact with stratospheric ozone chemistry. That is a known concern. One of the things that people have worried about is we have put a lot of work into trying to course-correct from the ozone hole. If this in any way caused a backslide, that would obviously not be good.

Yes – I agree that governance issues on solar radiation should be addressed and enforced, as I suggested below.

After listening to the podcast and reading about solar radiation modification in our textbook, what is your opinion on how strict (and if so in what way) governance issues on solar radiation should be, and who should enforce them?

I think that governance issues on solar radiation should be very strict and enforced by the states / provinces, then countries and then UN (bottom-up approach). When this governance works and passes the test of time, these governance issues should be passed down to the states / provinces, municipalities, and organizations. (top-down approach). Because solar radiation is dangerous for everyone on Earth.

