Who am I. What comes to Mind when I think about Climate Change
My name is Elizabeth Shklyarevsky.
1. My pronouns are she/her.
2. I grew up in Fair Lawn, New Jersey.
3. I live in Fair Lawn, New Jersey.
4. I am taking this class to learn more about climate change. It also fulfils the general education requirements for SYSTEMS, SUSTAINABILITY AND SOCIETY.
5. The three things that come to mind are:
changes in the local weather patterns - hotter summers and colder winters, more rain and snow;
animals are displaced from their natural habitats by changing climate and appear in unexpected places;
increased natural disaster events like floods and wildfires;
an increased need for sustainable practices to slow climate change and reduce its effects.
6. I hope to accomplish a few things:
I hope to learn more about climate change and how this change shows in different regions and different types of climates. For example, in the Northeast, where I live climate change shows itself in increased rain and snow events, and colder winters, and hotter summers with more frequent and long heat waves. In the Pacific Northwest, it shows itself in summer water shortages, with hotter and drier summers and increased wildfires. In South America, it shows itself in increased temperatures, heat waves and droughts, and also floods, which has an adverse effect on agriculture. In Europe, there are more frequent and more intense heat waves and severe flooding. I would like to learn what is causing these changes, and which actions could be taken to avert it.
I also hope to learn how people who live in different parts of the world are affected by climate change and how they are trying to adapt to it. When increased natural disaster events, like floods and wildfires, are putting human lives in danger, what can people do to avert these risks? For example, increased heat waves in Europe (and US) create health hazards, especially for older generations, and increased wildfires in the West Coast endanger people’s lives and their properties, and I would like to know which steps are taken or should be taken in different regions to reduce these events.
I also would like to learn more about what is causing climate change, and what can be done to reduce, slow, or avert it. For example, using fossil fuels is one of the main reasons for climate change, and using renewable energy sources could help to mitigate its effects.
In addition, I want to learn how different state governments and international organizations are reacting to climate change, and what actions they take to stop or slow it. For example, signing treaties and agreements between different states, creating committees and organizations to promote sustainability and protect Earth resources, enacting various laws to protect the environment, and providing subsidies for using renewable energy.  And, I would like to get an understanding which of these methods and actions are effective and working, and which are not successful. I also hope to learn more about sustainable practices and the small steps we can take every day to fight climate change.
I also hope that this class will be relevant for my major of Social Science and will give me tools and knowledge to help people to adapt to the future climate changes.

Dear Tomorrow
It is the year 2050, and my son is opening the letter I am writing today. He is reading:
My dear beloved son,
Your mom would like you to read this important letter. Today is March 9, 2026. I think this moment in history is a key moment because climate change, scientific and technological revolution, international conflicts, and economy determine the future of Earth. I hope we will solve most problems created by climate change, make scientific and technological revolution (AI, transportation, biology, etc.) work for us and not do harm to us, resolve international conflicts, and have the economy creating jobs and giving us a good life. 
I imagine the world you are living in. I hope you see that most problems created by climate change are solved, AI, transportation, biology and other science and technology are working for you, international conflicts are mostly resolved, there is a great economy that creates jobs, and you all are living a good life. I wish for your family to be happy, your life to be great, and your community to be thriving.
I hope we will pass along to you an ability to drink clean water, breeze clean air, use friendly science and technology, peace, and the ability to have a good job. I hope polar ice caps and glaciers are not melted, there are normal sea levels, clean water in rivers, lakes, seas and oceans, land in a good condition, air that is not polluted and with normal levels of carbon dioxide and methane. To make sure your world is fair and thriving, we will do our best to solve most of the problems created by climate change, try to make science and technology work for you, bring peace and improve the economy substantially.
My beloved son, I want to share my thoughts about climate change and promise to take action to ensure that you have a safe and healthy world. We had to address climate change because polar caps and glaciers would melt, sea levels would rise resulting in huge areas to be under water, air would become impossible to breeze, and land would become impossible to use otherwise. We promised to act and took action to address climate change by mitigating environmental issues and controlling energy balance and carbon cycle, by reducing pollution, by reducing emissions, by replacing transportation run on oil by electric cars and more advanced transportation, by controlling climate sensitivity, by climate change mitigating policies. 
We also took action and promised to take more action to address scientific and technological revolution, international conflicts, healthcare, and economy.
I hope AI is safe and helpful, new quantum computers are useful, transportation is reliable, biotechnology is great, international conflicts are mostly resolved, you are safe and healthy, and the economy is thriving.
Be happy, my son!
Love,
Your Mom.







My Climate Story
I would like to tell the story about an experience that helped me to become a
person I am today and describe how that has influenced how I see the world.
I was born in the hospital in Queens, New York in 2005 but I lived in New Jersey my whole life. I graduated from Fair Lawn High School in 2024 and started my undergraduate studies at Ramapo College in 2024. 
I grew up in a family of immigrants from Eastern Europe who discussed frequently what was happening in the world including me, so I grew up to become a curious person. 
Besides my parents, grandparents and teachers, it was my older brother Michael who helped me to broaden and deepen my understanding of the world. Michael is a very intelligent and kind person, and he often discussed world problems including climate change, economy, US and international politics, scientific and technological revolution with me. 
I also saw real-world events that confirmed what Michael was telling me, and also there were things I learned myself. I believe this is what helped me to become a person I am today, and it has influenced how I see the world today.
As everyone else I have been impacted by climate change, but my climate story is
my personal story about me and my experience. I have been thinking about climate change a lot lately, influenced by Michael, my family, my own curiosity and observations, and what is actually happening in the world.
I have read and heard that polar caps and glaciers are melting, sea levels are rising threatening huge areas to be under water, the air is becoming harder to breeze, and land is becoming harder to use. I have heard that people are trying to address climate change by mitigating environmental issues and controlling energy balance and carbon cycle by reducing pollution, reducing emissions by replacing transportation run on oil by electric cars and more advanced transportation, controlling climate sensitivity by climate change mitigating policies and more. 
All these aspects of climate change and mitigating policies resonate with me personally because they affect our life and well-being on Earth.
What I observed during my lifetime is that the weather became uneven,
meaning that the weather became generally warmer but some winters (including
this one) much colder and longer, and some summers colder as well. This, along
with melting of polar caps and glaciers, rising of sea levels threatening huge
areas to be under water, air becoming harder to breeze, and land becoming
harder to use, became a crucial moment of my climate story, because of a
substantial impact of climate change on our lives. Climate solutions, such as
mitigating environmental issues and controlling energy balance and carbon cycle,
reducing emissions by replacing transportation run on oil by electric cars and
more advanced transportation, controlling climate sensitivity by climate change
mitigating policies, offer a hope to resolve these climate change issues.
I care about climate change because it affects our lives directly, it is personal, and our lives are emotionally and otherwise connected to climate change.
To create a better future, we must first imagine ourselves there.
In a better world, I hope that most problems created by climate change are solved, transportation, biology and other science and technology are working for us, international conflicts are mostly resolved, there is a great economy that creates jobs, and people are living a good life, are happy, and communities are thriving.
I hope that people are able to drink clean water, breeze clean air, use friendly science and technology, have peace, and are able to have good jobs. I hope polar ice caps and glaciers are not melted, there are normal sea levels, there is clean water in rivers, lakes, seas and oceans, land is in a good condition, air is not polluted and with normal levels of carbon dioxide and methane. To make sure our world is fair and thriving, I will do my best to solve most of the problems created by climate change, try to make science and
technology work for us, bring peace and improve the economy substantially by
excelling in the profession I am getting in Ramapo College and volunteering.
Also, in a better world, I hope new generation computers are useful, transportation is reliable; biotechnology is great, international conflicts are mostly resolved, everyone is safe and healthy, and the economy is thriving.
Big themes for climate change issues are the weather becoming generally warmer but
some winters (including this one) much colder, snowier and longer, and some
summers hotter due to greenhouse effect, polar caps and glaciers melting, sea
levels rising and threatening huge areas to be under water, air becoming harder
to breeze, and land becoming harder to use, etc. They are connected to the big
themes for climate solutions that are mitigating environmental issues, controlling
energy balance and carbon cycle by reducing pollution, reducing emissions by
replacing transportation run on oil by electric cars, controlling climate sensitivity by mitigating policies.
I am relieved to know that climate solutions are implemented to address climate change issues. I have a deep respect for people implementing these climate solutions.
My climate story is connected to the climate change in my region, where New York and New Jersey winters are getting warmer, with some winters being cold, snowy, and long, as this 2026 winter, for example.

















