About Climate Change class

The Reality of Climate Change -The course “Climate Change and Society” at Ramapo College examines the science of our changing climate and its relationship to extreme weather events, our reliance and use of natural resources, our consumption patterns, resource scarcities, and the impacts and interconnections of these relationships on existing, proposed, and possible future climate policies. We are looking at the implications of these relationships for us in 2026, as well as for our near- medium - and long-term future. We will examine the implications of climate change as a threat multiplier and how climate change is inextricably linked with injustice and inequity.

This course will look at contemporary climate change policy at the international, national, regional, state, and local levels. What are we doing to adapt to the changes that are already occurring and are we prepared and equipped to mitigate the realities that society faces? Is society moving fast enough? Do we have the necessary mechanisms and forums in place to be able to adequately assess what science, and our natural world are showing us and then act on this information in a timely way? What role does government, civil society, corporations, politics and the individual plays in developing, designing, and implementing climate policy to address the realities climate change is presenting to human society.

The objective of this course is to analyze climate change from multiple perspectives, with particular emphasis on critical reading, writing and presentation skills. Student learning for this course is targeted on these objectives:
· Grasping the key elements of climate change, why it is happening and how humans are contributing.
· Self-reflecting to understand what can and must be done on an individual, community, regional, national, and international basis.
· Developing the skills to explain to others what is happening and why.
· Being able to describe, with knowledge and understanding, policies that are being put into place to help society mitigate and adapt to the realities of climate change and policies that might have the opposite or no measurable effect.
· Learning about local, regional, national and international climate change policy; assess able what is working and what is not, and how to effectively advocate for policy change, as needed and as necessary.
· Contributing thoughts and ideas as to how to move people from knowledge to action; how to impart urgency into the need for action.

